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Department of Defense

DIRECTIVE

May 6, 1985
NUMBER 5100. 35

ASD(C)

SUBJECT : MIlitary Communications-El ectronics Board

Ref er ences: (a) DoD Directive 5100.35, "Military Conmuni cations-El ectronics
Board (MCEB) ,“’ Decenber 29, 1962 (hereby cancel ed)
(b) DoD Directive 4650.1, "Management and Use of the Radi o Frequency
Spectrum,” Decenber 13, 1974
(c) DoD Directive 5000.19, "Policies for the Managenent and Contro
of DoD Information Requirenents,”’ March 12, 1976

A REISSUANCE AND PURPOSE

This Directive reissues reference (a) and establishes the Military Communi-
cations-El ectronics Board (MCEB) with the m ssion, organization, functions, respon
sibilities, and relationships outlined bel ow.

B. APPLI CABILITY

This Directive applies to the Ofice of the Secretary of Defense (0SD) , the
Mlitary Departments, the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (0JCS),the
Uni fied and Specified Commands, the Of ice of the DoD Inspector CGeneral, and the
Def ense Agencies (hereafter referred to collectively as "DoD Conponents”’).

c. MSSION

The MCEB shall consider those mlitary communications-electronics matters
referred to it by the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and other
authorities designated herein. For such matters, the MCEB shal|:

L. (btai n coordi nati on anong DoD Conponents, between the Departnent of
Def ense and other governnental departnents and agencies, and between the Departnment
of Defense and representatives of foreign nations.

2. Provi de gui dance and direction to DoD Conponents.

3. Furni sh advice and assistance, as requested.

D. ORGANI ZATI ON

1. The MCEB shall be conposed of the following:

a. The Director for Conmmand, Control, and Communications Systens
(C3S), 0JCS, who shall serve as Chairperson.

b. The Assistant Chief of Staff for Information Managerment, U. S. Arny.



C. The Director, Naval Conmunications Division, U S Navy.
d. The Assistant Chief of Staff for Information Systens, U.S. Air Force.

e. The Director, Command, Control, Conmunications, and Conputer (C)
Systens Division, Headquarters, U 'S. Mrine Corps.

f The Director, Defense Comruni cations Agency (DCA).

g. An official designated by the Director, National Security Agency
(NSA), as his representative.

h. The Director, Joint Tactical Comrand, Control, and Conmuni cati ons
Agency (JTCc3a).

2. The Chairperson, MCEB, may request representatives from ot her DoD
Components and Government -agencies to participate with the MCEB on any natter in
whi ch that conponent or agency has an interest.

3. The MCEB shall be supported by a pernanent Secretariat w thin the 0JCS.

E. FUNCTI ONS AND RESPONSI Bl LI Tl ES

1. The Secretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall provide
policy guidance and direction to the MCEB.

2. The Secretary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Conmand,
Control, and Communi cations (C?) Review Council, the Secretaries of the Mlitary
Departnents, and the Heads of DoD Conponents shall refer military communications-—
el ectronics matters to the MCEB for coordination, or other appropriate action, as
t hey deem appropri ate.

3. The Chairperson, MIlitary Communications-El ectronics Board, shall

a. Preside at MCEB neetings or designate a nember to act as Chairperson
in his or her absence.

b. Det ermi ne whether matters referred to the MCEB are appropriate for
MCEB consi derati on.

C. Redirect matters referred to the MCEB for action by the C Review
Council or other DoD Conponent, when the Chairperson determnes that such matters
are nore properly within the purview of one of these organizations, or can best be
acconpl i shed by such referral.

d. Det ermi ne whether matters referred to the MCEB are subject to
final MCEB action.

e. Exerci se the power of decision when consensus is not reached on
matters referred to the MCEB that are subject to final MCEB action.

f. Determ ne the subsequént di sposition of matters referred to the
MCEB that are not subject to final MCEB action.
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g. Establish adm nistrative and procedural arrangenents for the MCEB,
to include managing the Secretariat.

h. Communi cate directly with all DoD Conponents, with other departnents
and agencies of the Governnment , and with representatives of other nations on
conmuni cations-electronics matters for which the MCEB is responsible.

i. Establish and direct, as required, subsidiary panels to support
MCEB activities.

j. Coor di nate nenbership for appropriate allied technical panels and
wor ki ng groups.

k. Serve as principal nmenber to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO Communi cati ons-El ectronics Board and the Combined Conmunications-El ectronics
Board and alternate nenber to the NATO Joint Conmunications-Electronics Commttee.

4, Menbers of the MIlitary Conmuni cations-El ectronics Board shall

a. Participate in the activities of the MCEB and vote on nattera
pl aced before the MCEB for decision.

b. Designate an alternate who, when participating In MCEB activities
for his or her principal, shall have plenary power to act for sane.

C. Request, individually or as a group, reconsideration by the
Secretary of Defense or the Joint Chiefs of Staff , as appropriate, of a decision
made by the Chairperson, MCEB, under the authorities contained in paragraphs E.3.c,
E.3.d, or E. 3.e, above. Such a request shall be subnitted through the Chairperson,
MCEB, for comment. When reconsideration by the Secretary of Defense is requested,
the request also will be acconpanied by the comments of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

b. The MIlitary Communications-Electronics Board shall consider those
matters assigned consistent wth subsections E 2, E.3, and E. 4, above, and
for these matters:

a. Support radio frequency managenent functions of the Mlitary
Departments and Defense Agencies in accordance with DoD Directive 4650.1

(reference (b)) and develop policy and procedures for guidance thereof.
b. Assenble mlitary frequency requirenents.

c* Devel op common procedures for interservice coordination and
al l ocation of frequencies.

d. Al l ocate and coordinate the use of em ssion frequencies.

e. Prepare and pronul gate assignments and changes in assignments in
call signs, address groups, and routing indicators.



f. Prepare, coordinate changes to, and pronulgate Allied Conmunications
Publ i cations (ACP) and Joint Arny Navy Air Force Publications (JANAP). Determ ne
format, assignment of printing responsibilities, and distribution of communications-
el ectronics publications, except those communications security publications that
are the responsibility of other DoD el enents.

g . Devel op, review, and inplenment procedures for participation in the
DoD El ectronmagnetic Conpatibility Program as required.

h. Devel op, review, and coordinate joint and allied communications-—
el ectronics operating nethods and procedures.

i. I n support of OSD and JCS procedures for the approval of U S,
positions, coordinate and participate in the devel opnent of (and changes to)
joint and allied principals, technical standards, and procedures for obtaining
conpatibility and standardi zation of communications-electronics systens and
equi pment, includi ng comuni cations-el ectronics Standard NATO Agreenents (STANAGs).
Manage the ratification of all conmunications-electronics STANAGS and serve as
office of record for all ratified agreenents.

je. Devel op joint technical operational characteristics for conmuni-
cations-el ectronics systens and equi pnment in the areas of electronic warfare,
navi gati onal aids, recognition and identification, security, and cryptography.

k. Devel op and process the DoD position for negotiation wth
representatives of other nations on communications-electronic matters for which
the MCEB is responsible. Refer such positions to the CReview Council when
hi gher |evel review is appropriate.

F. ADMINISTRATION

1. The permanent MCEB Secretariat shall consist of mlitary and civilian
personnel with necessary funding support provided by the Director for CS, 0JCS.

2. The Heads of DoD Conmponents shall provide qualified personnel (normally
on an additional duty basis) when requested by the Chairperson, MCEB, to serve on
subsi di ary MCEB panel s.

G RELATI ONSHI PS

1. The Chairperson, MCEB, shall make reports and furnish recommendations
concerning the MCEB to the Secretary of Defense through the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
Specific reporting requirenents, as they are devel oped and prescribed, shall be
processed and approved consistent with the policies and criteria of DoD Directive
5000. 19 (reference (c)).

2. The Chairperson, MCEB, as appropriate, shall provide information regarding
MCEB det erminations to and coordinate activities with, the C Revi ew Council.



5100. 35
May 6, 85

H. EFFECTI VE DATE

This Directive is effective imediately.

« r

WlliamH Taft, IV
Deputy Secretary of Defense



